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EDITOR A

ceording to CASA, there are

currencly 2840 helicoprer

pilots registered in Australia.
This includes 11 students, whe
have passed their GFI'T, 565 PPL
holders, 1604 CPL holders and
660 ATPL holders. A search on
the CASA website’s civil airerafe
register reveals 1349 registercd
helicoprers. This purs the ratio of
pilots to machines at 1.5 o 1. T'd
be interested to koow what vou
think about this, especially in
contrast o the rest of the Asia-
Pacihic. Send in your thooghts
via cmail. Also, Nick [Lappos is nor
in this edition because he recently
went hack ro work for Sikorsky
and their legal team couldn’t give
us approval for his column in time.

SASKIA PICKLES
Editor
saskia,pickles@niche com.au
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Sew prage 36 fin
& weigaee sfury
it Beliooprer
O TATTOnE,
Phestio: Diaen
Mareellimg

As vou asked for some conunents, bere they are! T am very
smprressed with the Helinews magazme, wircl | have been sibscrib-
ing fo for some tien years note. The recent isswes have been exeel-
lent, as they bave fust the vight balance of training articles and sews.
Blease keep this wp, In particelar: o

= Pilor profile {gives me an msight to what other pilois are domg).

* Safery (mey aurarcsess is aliways rased).

s Helen Krasner's articles are always pood valie.

» Rown Newmar's instractinnal elesient is the best i the country, l
if et the seorld. Very clear and always relative. Has excellent
coler diagrams,

s iz ar the end to keep s o onr toes and realise what we don't
Eaoge!

= Wick Lappos —anather great instractional piece. I only wish be

added in diagrars like Ron doest!

D't ehange a Wring = 185 a great informalive read every tine.
Kind regards,

KEITH FOREMAN

1

wioea. helinesvs.com,au
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TRAINING

10 THE RESCUE

Dino Marcellino visits lialy's School of Water Rescue for Dogs. For the last test in their course
all handlers and dogs must learn how to operate out of helicopters.

Fivstog: 1ime

Murced

won halir SIS, LOIm.al

n north Italy in the central Alps, the pleasant em-
peraturs and beauriful SUNQY, SPring |r1-:'|'.'|"i|'|_H invites
many o stroll along the banks of Lake lseo. Olive
groves and vineyards grow nearby and the surround-
mg mountains are reflected i the lake, the warers
of which are rippled by a gentle breeze, From the small
port of Pisogne village, a lone Asherman leaves the shore
in his lirtle boat and makes his way cowards the middie
of the lake. Abour 500 metres from shore, he anchors
and starts fishing. It looks like a scene prepared for a
landscape painter uneil, shaken by the waves of 1 passing
terry, the standing fisherman suddenly loses his balance
and topples into the cold water. The scene is observed
from the shores of the lake and an alarm is given. Luck
y for the hshermanr, the men and women of the Tralian
School of Water Rescue Dogs (SICS) are engased ina

helicoprer rescus training session nearhw.,

Lsing an Ecurenil AS330 B3 owned by Eliwork Sociery,
the pilor stares up the engine and a SICS instrucror and
his Mewfoundland dog jump on board with a rescue
crewman. The flight is short and it's not long before the
man and dog are seen jumping from the helicoprer posi-
tioned ar a low hover above the warer, ar a safe distance
from the now drowning Asherman.

The odd couple of man and dog swim side by side
until they reach the victim and the rescuer performs
manceuvres to support the fisherman, who is theashing
viclently and making i dithcult to rescue him, The dog
swims around the rwo men and they both now grasp
omto the vest he s wearing and he starts oo swim o
shore, dragging them through the warer The Newfound
land dog is swimming slowly bur steadily and o warch
them ar almost seems unreal thar a dog could pull two

men in the water so well. While the rescuer makes sure
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the Asherman stays attached to the dog's vest warh Tas

head above water, they all continue ashore. The fisher-
mat is given proper medical care by SICS members and
the dog s congratulared and given a delicious meal as

reward for his rescue.

THE RESCUERS

SICS (Seuola lealiona Cani Salvataggio) was founded by
Ferruccie Pilenga in 1989, when Pilenga began teaming
his female Newfoundland dog, Mas, for warer sports tests

similar ter those already existing in France. It wasn't long

before Tilenga realised Newfoundland dogs were well
smired to water sports, but perhaps would be even bemer ar
the more serious endeavour of carrying our warer rescues.
Pilenga went on to create the school that today 15 a viral
and recogmised part of Ialy’s water rescoe cnvironment,
“To do whar you have just seen,” Pilenga ells me,
“requires extensive training both for the dog and the
handler. Some races of dog have an innate propensicy for
water and for saving, especially the Newfoundland, Lab-
rador and golden retriever. The challenge is o transform
this instinct inte 3 teal capacity to rescuae, It s a crucial
and wnigue relationship cach handler has with his dog.
He muse he able to train his dog, have the necessary pas-
sion for rescues and have a lot of dedication, because
the rraining and maintenance of the gualification they
evenrually receive requires great effort. IF the handler
and the dog have all of these things, then we ar 5ICS

can transform them into an efficient and effecrive water
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"Some races of dog have an innate propensity for
water and for saving... the challenge is to transform
this instinct into a real capacity.” - Ferruccio Pilenga

restue K-% unit and transfer 1o them our knowledge,
experience, skills and equipment,” he adds,

The training the dogs receive ar 8105 is long and
includes several steps with tests that they must pass before
thev can graduare with a nanonally recogmised cernficare.
The dogs learn how to swim faster and arc taught how
to swim alongside the handler in a way that won't hinder
or seratch them. The dogs learn to stand nowater, how to
position themselves in respect to the person they are weving,
o save and how o offer their special lifejackers, which
people can grasp. They also learn how o tow people
shore and, if necessary, to drag a small boat. They tram n
water and aboard small boars, in difficult weather condi
rions all year round. The bandler is tavght to work with
his dop, drve a boat, handle cquipment such as trans-
ceivers and safeey apparams and provide first aid. When
both the handler and the dog have successfully completed
all the steps in their waining, they are issued with a 51CS
operative water rescue cermificare. The final srep required
tor gain the certificate is to pass the most demanding test:

demonstrating an ability to operate from a helicopren, The

wan helmows. com.au



handler and dog mest jump from a helicopier hovering
two to tour merres above the water and from there carry

OUr 3 rescue.

THE FINAL TEST

When | mecr Pilenga ic is ar a final cest with abour 20
K-9 teams. Some of the handlers and dogs are there for
their annual reviews, but for others ic is their firse flighe
expericnce. Pilenga starts the operatons speaking with
authority and severity.

*Workang with helicoprers is not a game. Whoever is
here to have fan should leave now and go o an amuse-
ment park,” he advises. I's a necessary warning that
reflecrs how dangerous the operation is. The handlers
and their dogs are first tasked with boarding and disem
barking the helicopter with its rotors not moving. This
i5 to familiarise them with being on board and keep che
dogs calm. Nexr, evervone is told whar their positions
will be on board the helicoprer. An adult New foundland
dog weighs over 30 kilograms and the volume it occupics
in a small space like the cahin of a Squirrel is not insignif
want. Directions on how to fime their jump from the air-
crafo are given and last, bur not lease, seatbele Fastening
advice is given as the Highr s operared wirh open doors.

Mow the challenge pets much harder, as the pilot stars
up the Squirrel and the rotors start moving. The dogs are
extremely sensitive to noise and a helicoprer in motion
generares noise in abundance. This is a stress factor for

the dogs and they have to ger used o the new situarion.

wyw helinews, com.au

The K-% units facing flight for the first ome are carnced
out awver the warer, but anly their handlers jump this time.
This is so thar the dog can observe what happens and is a
precautionary approach to make sure the dow is not forced
Lo jump and possibly become raumatised. Jumping our of
the helicopter is no mean fear. SICS vice president Dona
tella Pasguale savs 105 not as casy as it seems,

“The helicoprer must hover over the warer at a dis-
tance between two and fooar metres,” she says. “A wrong
assessment of more than five memes can be dangerous
for the dog. Our instructors take care of this paracular
aspect by continually talking with the pilor. The other
big problem is the downwash generated by the rovor
which becomes heavier and more rroublesome the larger
the helicoprer 1s. We have pained experience with vari
ous tvpes of helicoprers: the Lama, MHS00, Alouere TTT,
AB412, HHAF and others, so we have a fair idea. Having
o stay o few metres from the water means che rotor’s
airflow creates a real storm of wind and waves and a
lor of warer parricies suspended in the air All of these
disturh swimming skills tor both the dog and the handler,
and also reduce visibility, especially for the dog whao does
not have the help of an underwater mask. Being able o
breathe in this simuation can also become problemaric,
iromically precisely ar the fime when vou need maximum
phyvsical performance.”™

FFor the frst phase of the water rescuc, with both the
dog and the handler jumping out of the helicopier, the

vicrim s supported in the arms of the rescuer and the

ning hepins

wrrenendd
far SIS handiers
amd thedr dives
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COLLABORATING WITH THE COAST GUARD

AND AIR FORCE
.
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adustry.

e [argest aviation insurer in Australia, QBE is capable of

=ase call us or your broker for more information.

=‘bourne Sydney Brisbane Adelaide
3] 8602 8900  P: (02) 9375 4445 P: (O7) 3031 8588 FP: (08) 8202 2200

wrance (Australia) Limited ABN 79003 191 035 AFS Licence No 230545

needs no matter how basic or complex your operation is.

EDeak 10 an insurer who understands your industry, not just insurance.
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marks the most complicated part of the syllabus and alse
the end of the course, The ceruficate s only valid for 12
months, though, and all SICS handlers and dogs must
take the course CVCEY YCAr IO remain Current.

Jumping our ot helicoprers only became a part of the
SICS course in 1992, By 1996, the Tralian Coast Gaard
and Air Force’s Search and Rescos team collaborared
with SICS to improve the helicopter operation,

SICS has developed so much over the vears thar
today it has expanded from one headquarters to include
nine branches spread throughour Iraly. Qualified trainers
operate at vach base and more than 200 water rescue dog
E-2 units are currently active.

All the handicrs and dogs are volunteers and can
be alerted o action by the local rescue services and the
Coast Guard, The K-% unit offers its services free of
charge on all Ialian beaches.

SICS & the only school for water rescue dogs in
Furope, maybe even m the world. IF you know of the
existence of any others, please let Hefimews know, as 1
would be happy to hear of their respective experiences.
In the meantime [ wish you a serene and safe swim in
Italian lakes and warers under the sight of these fabulons
K-2 reams. HN

)BE Is proud to celebrate
0 years in the aviation

meeting




